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Actualization of the Pure Land Practice of Chanting the
Buddha’s Name in Contemporary Hospice Care: A Modern
Interpretation of Chanting Sutras on the Deathbed

Tsai Chang-hsiung

Assistant Professor, Nanhua University, Department of Life and Death Studies

Abstract

The Pure Land practice of chanting the Buddha’s name is traditionally the
most common practice upheld by all Buddhist practitioners and attributed as “the
easy path” as they believe in rebirth and are concerned about liberation from the
cycle of birth and death. However, one has to realise that of higher importance is
the driving force of practice. In Taiwan’s hospice care system, Buddhist monastics
assist in clinical cases, integrating the Dharma into the care of dying patients.
Chanting the Buddha’s name is the main practice and of pivotal importance. In
search of a good ending to one’s life, patients are not the only ones guided to
chant the Buddha’s name; family members often also participate as support. This
phenomenon, taken shape in deathbed care in modern Chinese society, is of great
practical significance for Humanistic Buddhism.

However, what is the significance of chanting the Buddha’s name for a dying
person? What is the significance of a rebirth in the Western Pure Land in the
perspective of Humanistic Buddhism? Referring to the practical experiences of
deathbed patients who chant the Buddha’s name, how is it related to the teachings
of the Pure Land sutras? And how should it be understood in a modern sense?
The answers to these questions not only elucidate the meaning of the Buddhist
sutras, but also the contemporary practice of Humanistic Buddhism. Based on the
questions raised by the above issues, this paper attempts, from the perspective of
Buddhist practice in Taiwan hospice care, to establish a modern interpretation of
the experiences of chanting the Buddha’s name at the end of one’s life. As such, the
significance of this practice and experience is investigated in terms of Humanistic
Buddhism.

This paper covers the following issues: 1) dying and its mythology; 2) Pure
Land as a replacement for nirvana; 3) discovering the Pure Land and its significance
from the perspective of the dying; and 4) examples of clinical cases. Additionally,
it presents directions for subsequent in-depth research regarding chanting the
Buddha’s name at the deathbed and its significance for Humanistic Buddhism.

Keywords: Pure Land, chanting the Buddha’s name, hospice care, interpretation
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Company, Inc., 1993).
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e o MAMMBYERERAN  BACHESIIWRTAREIMMEERNMEE
LAY B by BB B e AL T AR 6 0 T A% A e AR A o A 3 B 2 1A R M AR 68
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Martin Heidegger, Being and Time( SUNY press, 1996).
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M. Callanan and P. Kelley, Final gifts: Understanding the Special Awareness, Needs,
and Communications of the Dying, New York: Poseidon Press, 1992.

14. % R.Nelda Samarel, The dying Process, collected in Dying: Facing the Facts , Washington D.
C.: Taylor & Francis, 1995. p. 96.2A & Robert Kastenbaum, The Psychology of Death ,New
York: Springer Publishing Company, 1992, pp. 22-23.
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17. % 2 R oy s AN (Fraress ) it (& 5% ) (Sukhavati-vyiha Sitras) »




£ AL M3 FT IR

FLOMEMEEREARBSEINT R —BASHERUANRZE 135

REE » T I 3 (T AR e W SRR =

RTI » 5175 S 2B A NS A B 7 2 15 E W 2 S8 I - S b S
B U A AR SR (RO CHE - I eHE TR, ()
HIl » —EEHE SR L - BRI - APTRTDUE B - AR s
0 DU — DR IR o AR A AT B ST 43 B 2 5
T IARFEIRE G - b A LS T2 - BT RTAE HRE &e » &
NP B A 0 28 PR T2 B S s (L AL E » U AR £ B R v S
RIS BT AR L < PSS (PTRRERS) B (MERas) 2
PR © R UB I LURR A B L O T A S - L EE I
JBE o ORI CBUIESERORES) FTaR RIS - BT8R KoL Bk LB e -
AR ASCRATER S, o CBUES) SR A 1R L IS TR BRI 2 RS -
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Circle. pp.73-79.
21. % A, Samarel, The dying Process, in Dying: Facing the Facts. p.95.
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