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Zhu Jingzhou and Contemporary Chinese Buddhism

Zhang Jiacheng
Associate Professor, Zhejiang University, School of Philosophy

Abstract

Zhu Jingzhou, a well known Buddhist practitioner from Zhejiang Province,

is specifically mentioned in the 50m and 51« chapters of Venerable Master Hsing
Yun’s Buddhist Affinities Across 100 Years. In Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
opinion, Zhu Jingzhou’s thinking and standpoints has originated from traditional
Buddhism perspectives. However, Venerable Master Hsing Yun said, “Although we
have different standpoints and understanding, but for the purpose of propagating
the Dharma, we managed to come to a concurrence.” Zhu Jingzhou has established
wide connections in the field of Contemporary Chinese Buddhism. He has taken
refuge in the Triple Gem and requested Master Xuyun as his teacher. He has also
maintained close contacts with several modern Buddhism revolutionaries like
Master Taixu, Venerable Fahang, and Venerable Master Hsing Yun. As mentioned
by Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Zhu Jingzhou’s contributions in the history
of Contemporary Chinese Buddhism mainly included printing scriptures and
propagating its teachings. This paper briefly examines the experiences of Zhu
Jingzhou in learning and propagating the Dharma, as well as analyzes his Buddhist
philosophy and his contributions towards Contemporary Chinese Buddhism. By
looking at Zhu Jingzhou’s life as a Buddhist from his mid-years onwards, not only
can we witness the developmental and transformational trends of Contemporary
Chinese Buddhism, but we can also understand the meaning and development of
Humanistic Buddhism from here.

Keywords: Zhu Jingzhou, Contemporary Chinese Buddhism,
Humanistic Buddhism
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