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“Humanistic Buddhism”
Needs a “Humanistic Interpretation”:
A Discussion of Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
Interpretation of Buddhism with Creativity

Chen Jian
Director, Shandong University, Center for Buddhist Studies

Abstract

This paper asserts that Buddhist thoughts and practices, since its entry into
China, has not and cannot be separated from the problem of interpretation. The
interpretation of Buddhist thoughts has had a critical effect to the localization of
Buddhism in China, and it has already become a precious and profound memory of
Chinese Buddhists. Similarly, Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Humanistic Buddhism
also cannot be separated from the problem of interpretation. He has summarized,
one after the other, Humanistic Buddhism from two different angles, which he calls
“the spirit of Humanistic Buddhism” or “the core idea of Humanistic Buddhism.”
One is “what is taught by the Buddha, what is needed by the people, what is pure,
and what is virtuous and beautiful.” The other is “honor your family and nation,
lead an appropriate lifestyle, establish right conditions for life and for people, and
maintain a harmonious and joyful mind.” The basic meanings of the spirit or core
ideas are the same as they both present the relevance of Humanistic Buddhism

through its explanations.

Keywords: interpretation, Buddhism, Humanistic Buddhism,
Venerable Master Hsing Yun
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