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Relevant and Modern:
Proof of Modernity in Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
Model of Humanistic Buddhism (I)

Han Guoru

Editor, China Social Sciences Press

Abstract

Having examined Weber’s theories on the sociology of religion and
comparative religion, we believe that elective affinity is the foundation of all
theories. It not only integrates the morality of worldly asceticism, as well as the
vocational and middle classes who play major roles in society, but also fully
explains morality in Protestantism, and the spirit of capitalism and economic
development. Borrowing this concept, we think that relevance, skillful means, and
the elective affinity among lay practitioners might be able to explain and prove that

modernity exists in Humanistic Buddhism.

As the first thesis of the series, this paper first discusses relevance in
Humanistic Buddhism. Humanistic Buddhism advocates “returning to the essence
of Buddha’s teachings,” bringing tremendous changes. Compared with traditional
Buddhism, the biggest change in concept is that it has led Buddhism from being
future-oriented to present-oriented. In addition, it has transformed Buddhism
from contempting, belittling, and negating the human world to liberating sentient
beings in the human world as the first and only priority of the bodhisattva path.
The prosperity of Humanistic Buddhism, although influenced by tradition, is
undoubtedly full of modernity.

Keywords: elective affinity, humanistic, participation, modernity
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