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From the Profane to the Pure Land:
An Investigation into Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
Interpretation of the Vimalakirti Nirdesa Siitra

Chang, Hong-xing
Ph.D. Candidate, Nanjing University

Abstract

This paper discusses Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s interpretation of the
Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sitra. Venerable Master Hsing Yun approaches the Vimalakirti
Nirdesa Sutra from three perspectives: life, self and other, and the world. From
the perspective of life, Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s interpretation is that the
purification of secular life will bring about the purification of secular Buddhism.
From the perspective of the self and other, Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
interpretation is that the individual who correctly understands the secular world
will purify the secular world, and thereby create a pure land in the secular world.
From the perspective of the world, Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s interpretation is
that secular life is the location of the pure land: purify secular life with the Dharma,
and thereby realize the goal of the pure land. Thus,Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
interpretation of the Vimalakirti Nirdesa Siitra focuses on how common affairs are
the basis of the pure land.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sitra, profane,
secular, common affairs, pure land, interpretation
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