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Abstract

Based on the perspectives of the unique thoughts of Modern Humanistic
Buddhism, this paper constitutes a detailed study on the relationship between
the concept of “fashi” in the Saddharmapundarika and the concept of Venerable
Master Hsing Yun on the equality among monastics and laity. This paper, through
comprehensive research, will first elaborate on the concept of "fashi" and its usage
based on a well-known Mahayana Buddhist scripture, Saddharmapundarika. The
author argues that “fashi” refers to “a person that inherits the Buddhist scriptures,”
it is the function of the “fashi,” and nothing to do with identity. Thus, whether male
or female, whether monastic or laity, all are eligible to assume the responsibility
of transmitting the sutras established by Mahayana Buddhism. The paper’s second
elaboration is on the concept of equality between monastics and laity proposed by
Venerable Master Hsing Yun. Not only can it be found in the concept of “fashi” in
the Saddharmapundarika, but is also completely supported by Buddhist scriptures.
Furthermore, it may be regarded as a reasonable continuation and development of
Modern Humanistic Buddhism, as well as bringing forth the idea of “fashi” based
on the Saddharmapundarika and other related Mahayana thoughts.

Keywords: Saddharmapundarika, tfashi, equality among monastics and laity,
Humanistic Buddhism
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tasya khalu punarajita bhagavatascandrastiryapradipasya tathagatasyarhatah
samyaksambuddhasya plirvarh kumarabhiitasyanabhiniskrantagrhavasasya astau putra
abhiivan| tadyatha-matiSca nama rajakumaro’bhiit| sumatisca nama rajakumaro’bhiit]
anantamati$ca nama, ratnamati$ca nama, viSesamati$ca nama, vimatisamuddhati
ca nama, ghosamati$ca nama, dharmamati$ca nama rajakumaro’bhut| tesam
khalu punarajita astanar rajakumaranam tasya bhagavatascandrasiiryapradipasya
tathagatasyaputranam vipularddhirabhiit| ekaikasya catvaro mahadvipah
paribhogo’bhiit| tesveva ca rajyarn karayamasuh| te tarh bhagavantamabhini
skrantagrhavasam viditva anuttaram ca samyaksambodhimabhisambuddham
srutva sarvarajyaparibhoganutsrjya tarh bhagavantamanu pravrajitah| sarve ca
anuttararm samyaksarmbodhimabhisarmprasthita dharmabhanakascabhuvan| sada ca

brahmacarino bahubuddhasatasahasravaropitakusalamilasca te rajakumara abhuvanl||
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tesarh ca astanamantevasisatanameko bodhisattvo’dhimatram labhaguruko’bhat

satkaraguruko jiiataguruko yasaskamah| tasyoddistoddistani padavyafjananyantardhiyante



e W AL ) M 2 TR IR

Grapm) Tikip ) AV I TREARGREE SRR

na sarmtisthante sma| tasya yasaskama ityeva samjfiabhiit| tenapi tena kusalamiilena
bahtini buddhakotmayutasatasahasranyaragitanyabhtivan| aragayitva ca satkrtani
gurukrtani manitani pljitanyarcitanyapacayitani| syatkhalu punaste ajita kanksa
va vimatirva vicikitsa va-anyah sa tena kalena tena samayena varaprabho nama
bodhisattvo mahasattvo’bhiiddharmabhanakah| na khalu punarevarh drastavyam|
tatkasya hetoh? ahar sa tena kalena tena samayena varaprabho nama bodhisattvo
mahasattvo’bhiiddharmabhanakah| yascasau yasaskamo nama bodhisattvo’bhiit
kausidyapraptah, tvameva ajita sa tena kalena tena samayena yasaskamo nama
bodhisattvo’bhiit kausidyapraptah] iti hi ajita ahamanena paryayenedarm bhagavatah
piirvanimittam drstva evamriipam rasmimutsrstamevarm parimimarmse, yatha
bhagavanapi tarh saddharmapundarikarh dharmaparyayar sttrantarh mahavaipulyarn

bodhisattvavavadarm sarvabuddhaparigraharh bhasitukamah||
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aciracca so naramaruyaksapijitah
samadhito vyutthita lokanayakah|
varaprabham putra tadadhyabhasata

yo bodhisattvo vidu dharmabhanakah||74||
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yarh caiva so bhasati lokanatho
ekasanasthah pravaragradharmam|
tarh sarvamadharayi so jinatmajo

varaprabho yo abhu dharmabhanakah||77||
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yascapi bhiksustada dharmabhanako

varaprabho yena sa dharma dharitah|
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asiti so antarakalpa piirnarh

tahi$asane bhasati agradharman||86|
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kausidyapraptastada yo babhiiva
parinirvrtasya sugatasya sasane|
tvameva so tadrsako babhiiva

aharh ca asittada dharmabhanakah||95||
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navayanasamprasthita bodhisattvah
krtadhikara bahubuddhakotisu|
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arocayami vo bhiksavah, prativedayami vah| ye te sodasa rajakumarah kumarabhiita
ye tasya bhagavatah $asane Sramanera dharmabhanaka abhiivan, sarve te’nuttarar
samyaksambodhimabhisammbuddhah| sarve ca ta etarhi tisthanti dhriyante yapayanti|
dasasu diksu nanabuddhaksetresu bahiinam §ravakabodhisattvakotinayutasatasahas-

ranarh dharmarh desayanti|
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yah khalu punarbhaisajyaraja kascideva sattvo dustacittah papacitto raudrac-
ittastathagatasya sahmukham kalpamavarnarm bhaset, yasca tesar tathariipanam

dharmabhanakanamasya stitrantasya dharakanam grhasthanam va pravrajitanar
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va ekamapi vacamapriyarm samsravayed bhiitarh va abhtitam va, idamagadhataram
papakarh karmeti vadami| tatkasya hetoh? tathagatabharanapratimanditah sa bhaisa-
jyaraja kulaputro va kuladuhita va veditavyah| tathagatam sa bhaisajyaraja amsena
pariharati, ya imarm dharmaparyayarm likhitva pustakagatam krtva amsena pari-
harati| sa yena yenaiva prakramet, tena tenaiva sattvairafijalikaraniyah satkartavyo
gurukartavyo manayitavyah piijayitavyo’rcayitavyo’pacayitavyo divyamanusya-
kaih puspadhiipagandhamalyavilepanaciirnacivaracchatradhvajapatakavadyakhady-
abhojyannapanayanairagrapraptaisca divyai ratnarasibhih| sa dharmabhanakah
satkartavyo gurukartavyo manayitavyah pijayitavyah, divyasca ratnarasayastasya
dharmabhanakasyopanamayitavyah| tatkasya hetoh? apyeva nama ekavaramapi
imarh dharmaparyayarh samsravayet, yar $rutva aprameya asarnkhyeyah sattvah

ksipramanuttarayam samyaksambodhau parinispadyeyuh||
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divyehi puspehi ca satkareta
manusyakaiscapi hi sarvagandhaih|
divyehi vastrehi ca chadayeya

ratnehi abhyokiri dharmabhanakam||6]|
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anyalokadhatusthitascaham bhaisajyaraja tasya kulaputrasya nirmi-
taih parsadah samavartayisyami| nirmitarmsca bhiksubhiksunyupasakopasikah
sampresayisyami dharmasravanaya| te tasya dharmabhanakasya bhasitarh na prati-

badhisyanti, na pratiksepsyanti|
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atha khalu mahaprajapatt gautami bhagavato matrbhagini sadbhirbhiksunisa-
hasraih sardhar Saiksasaiksabhirbhiksunibhih utthayasanad yena bhagavarmstenan-
jalirh pranamayya bhagavantamullokayantT sthitabhiit| atha khalu bhagavarstasyarh
velayarm mahaprajapatim gautamimamantrayamasa-kim tvam gautami durman-
asvinT sthita tathagatarh vyavalokayasi? naham parikirtita vyakrta ca anuttarayam
samyaksarhbodhau| api tu khalu punargautami sarvaparsadvayakaranena vyakrtasi
api tu khalu punastvamm gautami ita upadaya astatrims$atam buddhakotiniyutasata-
sahasranamantike satkaram gurukaram mananar plijanamarcanamapacayanarm
krtva bodhisattva mahasattvo dharmabhanako bhavisyasi| imanyapi sad bhiksuni-
sahasrani $aiksasaiksanam bhiksuntnam tvayaiva sardham tesarn tathagatanamar-
hatam samyaksambuddhanamantike bodhisattva dharmabhanaka bhavisyanti| tatah
parena paratarena bodhisattvacaryam paripiirya sarvasattvapriyadarsano nama
tathagato’rhan samyaksambuddho loke bhavisyasi vidyacaranasarnpannah sugato
lokavidanuttarah purusadamyasarathih $§asta devanam ca manusyanam ca buddho
bhagavan| sa ca gautami sarvasattvapriyadar§anastathagato’rhan samyaksarmbud-
dhastani sad bodhisattvasahasrani pararmparavyakaranena vyakarisyatyanuttarayar
samyaksambodhaul|
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[73#7]

AREHRC i T TS FEEER b LA, (bodhisattva mahasattvo dharm-
abhanako) ¢z " Z=F##EAT ; (bodhisattva dharmabhanaka ) FYEREE: » B8y
FIEr » TR ) B T AR R ) B T ERAT L R FOREINAS R RN EI 2GS
it UGS B SO T kbl o H9E 53 - 52 ds T E0E o o B T SRR - PR
AR R TR R SRR Rkl o 0 e TERER 5 R EER TR
Al ke TERAT G BART T ETEERE ke TERE,

18 il
[EAR]

atha khalu rahulamaturyasodharaya bhiksunya etadabhavat-na me bhagavata
namadheyam parikirtitam| atha khalu bhagavan yasodharaya bhiksunyascetasaiva
cetahparivitarkamajiiaya yasodharam bhiksunimetadavocat-arocayami te yasodhare,
prativedayami te| tvamapi dasanam buddhakotisahasranamantike satkaram gu-
rukararh mananar pijanamarcanamapacayanam krtva bodhisattvo dharmabhanako
bhavisyasi| bodhisattvacaryam ca anupiirvena paripiirya ra§misatasahasrapar-
ipiirnadhvajo nama tathagato’rhan samyaksambuddho loke bhavisyasi vidha-
caranasampannah sugatolokavidanuttarah purusadamyasarathih $asta devanam ca
manusyanam ca buddho bhagavan bhadrayam lokadhatau| aparimitarh ca tasya
bhagavato rasmisatasahasraparipiirnadhvajasya tathagatasyarhatah samyaksarnbud-

dhasyayuspramanarh bhavisyati||
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punarapararh mafjusrirbodhisattvo mahasattvastathagatasya parinirvrtasya
pascime kale pascime samaye saddharmavipralope vartamane imam dharmapa-
ryayarm samprakasayitukamah sukhasthito bhavati| sa sukhasthitasca dharmarh
bhasate kayagatam va pustakagatam val paresam ca deSayamano nadhimatra-
mupalambhajatiyo bhavati, na canyan dharmabhanakan bhiksiin parivadati, na
cavarpam bhasate, na cavarnarh niScarayati, na canyesam S$ravakayaniyanarh
bhikstinam nama grhitva avarna bhasate, na cavarnarh carayati, na ca tesamantike
pratyarthikasarmjii bhavati| tatkasya hetoh? yathapidam sukhasthanavasthitatvat|
sa agatagatanam dharmasravanikanamanuparigrahikaya anabhyastiyaya dharmar
desayati| avivadamano na ca prasnar prstah Sravakayanena visarjayati| api tu khalu

punastatha visarjayati, yatha buddhajfianamabhisambudhyate||
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$athyam ca manar tatha kiitanam ca
asesato ujjhiya dharmabhanakah|
1rsyam na kuryattatha jatu pandito

ya icchate stitramidarh prakasitum||39||
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yadi kascinnarah pasyedidrsah dharmabhanakam|

dharayantamidar stitrarh kuryadvai tasya satkriyam||57||
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asurasca ye sagaramadhyavasino
muficanti ghosarmstatha canyamanyan|
sarvanihastho sa hi dharmabhanakah

$rnoti sabdanna ca ostartyati||13)||
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(54 ]

tavanmadhuram sa dharmabhanako dharmarm bhasisyate yathabhiitam
yathoktarh tathagatena| anye’pi brahmanagrhapatayo naigamajanapadastasya
dharmabhanakasya satatasamitarh samanubaddha bhavisyanti yavadayuspa-
ryavasanam| tathagatasravaka api asya darsanakama bhavisyanti| pratyekabud-
dha apyasya darsanakama bhavisyanti| buddha apyasya bhagavanto darsanakama
bhavisyanti| yasyar ca disi sa kulaputro va kuladuhita va viharisyati, tasyam disi
tathagatabhimukharm dharmarh desayisyati, buddhadharmanarm ca bhajanabhiito

bhavisyati| evarh manojfiastasya gambhiro dharmasabdo ni$carisyatil|
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iti $risaddharmapundarike dharmaparyaye dharmabhanakanu$amsaparivarto
namastadasamabh||
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[EA]

imani bhagavan mantradharanipadani dvasastibhirganganadivalikasamairbud-
dhairbhagavadbhirbhasitani| te sarve buddha bhagavantastena drugdhah syuh, ya

evarmrupan dharmabhanakanevarmriipan stitrantadharakanatikramet||
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S SCHR AT S A R Bl - AT IS R Y 2 FF AR ML (evarhrupan
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¥ 27-28 1l
[HEAR]

atha khalu pradanasiuro bodhisattvo mahasattvo bhagavantametadavo-
cat-ahamapi bhagavan evamriipanarh dharmabhanakanamarthaya dharanipadani
dasyami, yattesamevamriipanam dharmabhanakanarm na kascidavatarapreksi
avataragavesi avatarar lapsyate| tadyatha yakso va raksaso va piitano va krtyo va

kumbhando va preto va avataraprekst avataragavesT avatararn na lapsyata iti||
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imani bhagavan dharanipadani ganganadivalikasamaistathagatairarhadbhih
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samyaksambuddhairbhasitani, anumoditani ca| te sarve tathagatastena drugdhah

syuh, yastanevamripan dharmabhanakanatikrametal|
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atha khalu vaisravano maharajo bhagavantametadavocat-ahamapi bhagavan
dharanipadani bhasisye tesarh dharmabhanakanam hitaya sukhaya anukampayai

raksavaranaguptayel|
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ebhirbhagavan dharanipadaistesarn dharmabhanakanam pudgalanam raksam
karomi, yojanasataccaham tesam kulaputranam kuladuhitrnam ca evarriipanam
sttrantadharakanam raksa krta bhavisyati, svastyayanar krtarh bhavisyati||
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atha khalu viridhako mahardjo tasyameva parsadi samnipatito’bhiit sarhnisannasca
kumbhandakotinayutasatasahasraih parivrtah puraskrtah| sa utthayasanadekamsamut-
tarasangam krtva yena bhagavamstenanjalimm pranamya bhagavantametadavo-
cat-ahamapi bhagavan dharanipadani bhasisye bahujanahitaya| tesarh ca tathartipanarm
dharmabhanakanamevarmriipanam sutrantadharakanam raksavaranaguptaye

dharantmantrapadanil
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imani tani bhagavan dharanimantrapadani, yani dvacatvarimsadbhirbud-
dhakotibhirbhasitani| te sarve tena drugdhah syuh, yastanevamripan dharm-

abhanakanatikrameta||
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upasarhkramya sarvasta raksasya ekasvarena bhagavantametadavocan-va-
yamapi bhagavamstesamevamripanam sttrantadharakanam dharmabhanakanam
raksavaranaguptim karisyamah, svastyayanam ca karisyamah| yatha tesam dharm-
abhanakanam na ka$cidavataraprekst avataragavesT avatarar lapsyatitil|
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imam $irsam samaruhya ma kascid droht bhavatu dharmabhanakanam yakso
va raksaso va preto va pisaco va piitano va krtyo va vetalo va kumbhando va stab-
dho va omarako va ostarako va apasmarako va yaksakrtyo va amanusyakrtyo va
manusyakrtyo va ekahiko va dvaitiyako va traitiyako va caturthako va nityajvaro

va visamajvaro va|
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ya gatirmatrghatinar pitrghatina ya gatih|
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ya gatistilapidanar tilaktitanam ca ya gatih|

tam gatim pratigacchedyo dharmabhanakamatikramet||3||
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ya gatistulaktitanarh kamsyakiitana ya gatih|
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evamuktva tah kuntipramukha raksasyo bhagavantametadicuh-vayama-
pi bhagavamstesamevamriipanam dharmabhanakanam raksam karisyamah,
svastyayanam dandapariharam visadiisanam karisyama iti| evamukte bhagavamsta
raksasya etadavocat-sadhu sadhu bhaginyah| yad ylyarm tesarh dharmabhanakanam
raksavaranaguptim karisyadhve ye’sya dharmaparyayasya antaso namadheyamatra-
mapi dharayisyanti| kah punarvado ya imam dharmaparyayam sakalasamaptarm

dharayisyanti,
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atha khalu samantabhadro bodhisattvo mahasattvo bhagavantametadav-
ocat-aharh bhagavan pascime kale pascime samaye pascimayam paficasatyarm
vartamanayamevamripanam sitrantadharakanam bhikstinam raksam karisyami,
svastyayanam karisyami, dandaparihararh karisyami, visadiisanam karisyami, yatha

na kascittesarn dharmabhanakanamavatarapreksT avataragavest avatararn lapsyate|
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na marah papiyanavatarapreksi avataragavesi avataram lapsyate, na maraputra

1 2kRE . (RkR¥EE) - (KRER) % 94 No. 0263 # 133 k-
2.Kern, H., “Vol. XX1.” The Saddharma Pundarika, or the Lotus of the True Law.
Translated by H. Kern, Oxford, 1884, p.433.
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na marakayika devaputra na marakanya na maraparsadya yavanna bhiiyo marapa-
ryutthito bhavisyati| na devaputra na yaksa na preta na piitana na krtya na vetalasta-

sya dharmabhanakasyavatarapreksino’vataragavesino’vataram lapsyante|
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aham bhagavamstasya dharmabhanakasya satatasamitarn nityakalarh raksam

karisyami| yada ca sa dharmabhanako’smin dharmaparyaye cintayogamanuyuktas-
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carmkramabhiridho bhavisyati, tadaham bhagavamstasya dharmabhanakasyantike
$vetasaddantarh gajarajamabhiruhya tasya dharmabhanakasya carhkramakutimupas-
amkramisyami bodhisattvaganaparivrto’sya dharmaparyayasyaraksayai| yada pun-
astasya dharmabhanakasya asmin dharmaparyaye cintayogamanuyuktasya satah ito
dharmaparyayadantasah padavyafijanarh paribhrastarh bhavisyati, tadaham tasmin
$vetasaddante gajaraje’bhiruhya tasya dharmabhanakasya sarnmukhamupadarsayit-

va imarh dharmaparyayamavikalam pratyuccarayisyami
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sa ca dharmabhanako mamatmabhavarh drstva imarh ca dharmaparyayamavi-
kalarh mamantikacchrutva tusta udagra attamanah pramuditah pritisaumanasyajato
bhiiyasya matraya asmin dharmaparyaye viryamarapsyate, attamanah pramu-
ditah pritisaumanasyajato bhilyasya matraya asmin dharmaparyaye viryamara-
psyate, mama ca sahadar§anena samadhim pratilapsyate, dharanyavartam ca nama
dharani pratilapsyate, kotisatasahasravartam ca nama dharanim pratilapsyate,
sarvarutakausalyavartarh ca nama dharanim pratilapsyate]|
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ye ca bhagavan pascime kale pascime samaye pascimayam paficasatyam
bhiksavo va bhikstinyo va upasaka va upasika va evarm siitrantadharaka evam siitran-
talekhaka evarh siitrantamargaka evam siitrantavacaka ye pascime kale pascime
samaye pascimayar paficasatyamasmin dharmaparyaye trisaptahamekavimsatidi-
vasani camkramabhiriidha abhiyukta bhavisyanti, tesamaharh sarvasattvapri-
yadar§anamatmabhavarh samdarsayisyami| tameva $vetam saddantarh gajarajam-
abhiruhya bodhisattvaganaparivrtah ekavimsatime divase tesam dharmabhanakanam
carhkramamagamisyami| agatya ca tan dharmabhanakan parisamharsayisyami
samadapayisyami samuttejayisyami sarmpraharsayisyami| dharanim caisarm dasyami,

yatha te dharmabhanaka na kenaciddharsaniya bhavisyanti| na caisam manusya va
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amanusya va avataram lapsyante, na ca naryo’pasarmhariagyanti| raksam caisam
karisyami, svastyayanam karisyami, dandapariharam karisyami, visadiisanam

karisyami| tesam vayarn bhagavan dharmabhanakanamimani dharanipadani dasyami|
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ayam ca bhagavan saddharmapundariko dharmaparyayo’smin jambudvipe
pracaramano yesam bodhisattvanam mahasattvanam hastagato bhavisyati, tair-
bhagavan dharmabhanakairevam veditavyam-samantabhadrasya bodhisattvasya
mahasattvasyanubhavena yadasmakamayarh dharmaparyayo hastagatah samant-
abhadrasya bodhisattvasya mahasattvasya tejasa] samantabhadrasya bodhisattvasya
mahasattvasya caryayaste bhagavan sattva labhino bhavisyanti| bahubuddhavaro-
pitakusalamiilasca te sattva bhavisyanti | tathagatapaniparimarjitamiirdhanasca te
bhagavan sattva bhavisyati| ye idam stitram likhisyanti dharayisyanti, mama tair-

bhagavan priyar krtarh bhavisyati|
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atha khalu tasyam velayam bhagavan sakyamunistathagato’rhan samyak-
sambuddhah samantabhadraya bodhisattvaya mahasattvaya sadhukaramadat-sadhu
sadhu samantabhadra, yatra hi nama tvamevam bahujanahitaya bahujanasukhaya

lokanukampayai mahato janakayasyarthaya hitaya sukhaya pratipannah| evamac-
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intyadharmasamanvagato’si mahakarunasamgrhitenadhyasayena, acintyasarmgrhite-

na cittotpadena, yastvarh svayameva tesarm dharmabhanakanamadhisthanam karosi|
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idrsamsca siitrantan $rutva likhitva dharayitva vacayitva va na tesamanyad-
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abhirucitam bhavisyati| svabhavadharmasamanvagatasca te sattva veditavyah|
pratyatmikasca tesam yoniSomanasikaro bhavisyati| svapunyabaladharasca te sattva
bhavisyanti, priyadarsanasca te bhavisyanti sattvanam| evarh siitrantadharakasca ye
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ya evam siutrantadharakanam dharmabhanakanam bhikstinam moharm

dasyanti, jatyandhaste sattva bhavisyanti| ye caivamriipanam siitrantadharakanam
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