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A Study on Sijing, an Eminent Monk in the Song Dynasty and the Statue Relic
at the Dashi Buddhist Temple in Baoshi Mountain of Hangzhou

Chang Qing

Abstract: Sijing, with the secular surname Yu, was a famous monk in the history of Buddhism in Hangzhou. He was active from the end
of the Northern Song dynasty to the early Southern Song dynasty, and passed away in winter in the 10th year of Shaoxing in the Southern
Song dynasty (1140 A. D.) approximately at the age of 70. He was good at painting and sculpting, and was known as “Yu Mituo”, because
he liked to draw the image of Maitreya. His most famous work was the bust of Maitreya at the Dashi Buddhist Temple in the southeast of
Baoshi Mountain in Hangzhou, which was carved around the 7th year of Xuanhe in the Northern Song dynasty (1125 A. D.). The Dashi
Buddhist Temple was destroyed in the 19th year of Zhizheng in the Yuan dynasty (1359 A. D.), and the surface of the Buddha statue was
also severely damaged. The temple was rebuilt in the Ming dynasty, and three small niches were carved on the north side of its east wall
during the later period. The bust of Maitreya in the Dashi Buddhist Temple has important value both on historical and artistic level for
studying the history of Maitreya faith and bust carving in China.

Keywords: Sijing, Yu Mituo, Maitreya, Dashi Buddhist Temple, Hangzhou



