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Abstract:The Jingci Monastery founded 'in the first year of Xiande Era (954 AD) of the Later Zhou
Dynasty in the Five-Dynasties Period is a famous monastery of the Chan (Zen) Sect of Buddhism in
Hangzhou. The sculptures of the Stone Buddha Cave and Unnamed Cave would be important parts of the
Jingci Monastery of the Wuyue Kingdom. The extant sculptures in the Stone Buddha Cave are mainly the
seated statues of the “Buddhas of the Three Worlds™ in the large niche on the fagade wall of the cave, and
the statue of Vairocana flanked by Manjusri mounted on a lion and Samantabhadra mounted on an elephant
in the large niche on the upper row of the south wall; both of these niches would be opened soon after the
founding of the Jingci Monastery in 954 AD, namely the later half of the 950s AD, and the large niche on the
fagade wall would be carved earlier. These two niches provide valuable physical materials for the studies on
the worships of the “Buddhas of the Three Worlds™ and Vairocana; especially, the Vairocana triad with the
mudra of raising both hands upwards, a special gesture for Buddhist statues, would be the earliest case of
this type of niche statues found to date. The small niches in the Unnamed Cave would also show the motif of
Western Trinity Buddha, and they would also be opened not long after the founding of the Jingci Monastery,
which reflected the popularity of the Western Trinity Buddha in the Wuyue Kingdom and their inheritance of
the forms of the Buddhist sculptures of the Tang Dynasty.
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