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This essay 1s based on the speaking records of zen master Chao-chou
T’sung-shén (778-897, during the end of T’ang and the five dynasty). The
process of analysis 1s from the aspect of textual function to research the Thematic
structures changes of Chao-chou koan during the teaching conversation. First of all,
it analyzes every conversation of Chao-chou koan to hold the rules of the
thematic structures and conversation, so as to understand the major purpose
of that teaching-conversation. Second, we extend the research of sentences



to the whole dialogue, analysis the cohesion of the thematic structures and
conversation -+ The final purpose 1s try to realize the teaching-stylistics of
Chao-chou from the text analysis © Hope we could represent the
conversation reality through systemic analysis of formal structures. And so

as to rebuild the important point of view on speaking records in ancient
China.

During the analysis of the Thematic movement and conversation, the
researching method is based on Systemic-Functional Grammar, analyzing the
linguistics phenomenon of the THEMATIC structure, conversation structure,
and cohesion styles ,the rhetorical figure during the Syncrony (including
text,“discourse ). We also try to understand the real purposes of the special
way on every koan teaching as well as to present the formal relationships of

texture structure. Hope it could cultivate a new field of zen conversation.

[KEY WORDS]) 4 ' (Chao-chou)~ 2% (koan) ~ Systemic-Functional

Grammar ~ textual function ~ THEMATIC structure ~ the structure of

conversation
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