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Seeing the Development of Modern Buddhist Arts

From Master Taixu to Venerable Master Hsing Yun

Shang Rong
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University

Abstract

Buddhist history has always put emphasis on teaching through the use of
arts in different ways to spread Buddhist theories and spirit. While the propagation
of culture is one of Fo Guang Shan's main objectives, art is just as important in
propagation. The different formats of art have been used to promote the Buddhist
teachings and to benefit all beings. Fo Guang Shan uses art to propagate the Buddha's
teachings, the cause for that dates back to the Humanistic Buddhism promoted by
Master Taixu. Master Taixu has always thought of Buddhist arts as important, the
need to protect Buddhist arts, and using different forms of method to propagate
the Buddha's teachings. However, at the time, his proposal was not recognized and
hence did not come to fruit. Through Fo Guang Shan, the continuous effort to keep
innovating new art forms, from architecture, music and books all have outstanding
achievements. Lastly, attempting to raise questions about the evolution of Buddhist
arts to reflect modern concept of Chinese Arts. This paper will begin with that
intention and discuss the current development of Buddhist art and other propagation

works of Humanistic Buddhism.

Keywords: Master Taixu, Fo Guang Shan, Venerable Master Hsing Yun,

Concepts of arts
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