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A Discussion on the Results of Buddhist Localization
Based on the Example of the

Berlin Fo Guang Shan German Group

Shih Miao Yi
Supervisor, Fo Guang Shan Temple, Berlin

Abstract

German people are great thinkers; they are the earliest Europeans to be
influenced and inspired by Buddhism. Many philosophers such as Immanuel Kant,
Arthur Schopenhauer, Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, and the musician Wilhelm
Richard Wagner were all great Buddhist believers. It is through these great
philosophers and musicians that the seed of Buddhism was successfully planted in

Germany in the nineteenth century.

Over the last twenty years, Berlin Fo Guang Shan has been successfully
propagating Buddhism based on Fo Guang Shan's four principles of culture,
education, charity and cultivation. In particular, it is worth mentioning the
"Berlin Fo Guang Shan German Group" which was established in 1998, by local
German citizens. This group is the core discussion point of this paper, examining
the adaptation of cultures, its historical role, significance and contribution to the

localization of Buddhism.
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