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Abstract

From a Weberian perspective, contemporary mainstream values were
shaped by the special historical experiences of Protestants and the bourgeoisie. In
comparing Buddhism to Protestantism, Max Weber characterized Buddhism as a
negative and world-renouncing religion, which could not face contemporary social
and political issues. This approach to Buddhism has influenced the thinking of most
contemporary scholars. Humanistic Buddhism, on the other hand, characterized
by Master Taixu’s philosophy of “participate in politics but not in governance,”
allows Buddhism to have an “inner-worldly” orientation, meaning a positive
attitude towards the mundane world. This paper explores how Venerable Master
Hsing Yun, by reviewing the words and deeds of the Buddha towards secular
politics, developed the positive political attitude of Humanistic Buddhists towards
contemporary civil society, and how, from a Weberian perspective, he promoted a
form of Buddhist “inner-worldly involvement.”

Keywords: Humanistic Buddhism, Inner-worldly involvement, Max Weber, Master
Taixu, Venerable Master Hsing Yun
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[ 57 Ffr 2 S M0 A L D BT A 25 E e & 35 AOE IR LRE — % e
B~ ZHESPNT - PLABTRRERCIG © HI FRELARELLRE RIS - SR ERF A A
PRt & oK - WEoRy S ELAIE 7 s B A v el - (H2 - EEIR
PHEX ~ JESEMIBAETHIE - A HFFIRIIEE AR ~ SZRIFFE AL R B0E
FESZFS - BHEEIAFEREEH & H 2k AR - EERNEARE - 2 EFR
{FIfeRhIF AT EA TRl > TASREAN IS B st Ry & PRtz 32 -

P8 7 T SR A o RO PR SR i 2 P R B+ SR A T RS RR (bour-
geoisie) K BAMRIS BT AUREIAHE - AR TR E L FIFRFHE -
ELEYH R R EENE AR - BesE MW - LA - ERTH R
HIE FEME (autocephaly) ~ HRKRHE FE1E ~ TS HER] ke B F AR TR BERE
% PR AEEE TSI o SRR ~ A~ FEF - B SPSE - ARESE
B fErp ek RS S ERRCSEIE BB - V85 s &
5 R TEIESEMIE (non-legitimate domination ) * » J&—FERFIR IR S K8
B o A2 AN g ER e B R S AR R BO G ] « EAR - H A
HE AR D) - ST — Rt EE g ia

to s PR MIRTEREY > FMERETE S EAZMN
FEMEEE » RAABRIEE T AR 098 R o AR T R A6 T A F
HE R E TSR T RHEIE A FTNIRS) 0 AR T I E LR
BRI AT EL TN T RERSLETFTEH  BIHE T E
FohHts o BEBARL BT —Ke) ERERR BESET
B Loy E R RHES A0 H55 > K S AOAFLFE T R B4 5 B

1. Max Weber, Economy and Society. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978, pp.
1323-1331.

2. Ibid. pp. 1212-1372.
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I=HE (T~ 323k ~ Jlik) 20003~ B (3. s Mill) #FEmFRER &
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FHIHIEE ~ BIZIERERTHIM ~ B A Bk SI R - 05 75 BrG i fl ok A8
PR S Y L

F RGO E B - W ST SRR - ToifEn R L: -
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Hrik) o G ESUEMRAE 0 1989 R 0 B 97-120 ~ 98-99 ©
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REER " ZBHACTRKATHIEA, @ FRRERERX TZR
MA@ # ey BUd A%<,  (asubordinated political center) ; 3¢
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AT EAGFAET A BE B R - SH— R MR (3% B5¥%) K
AAREN AR ECMEEL > MAeME G > FMeIioBE RER
BIAL & 5 314b - W B BUS HoS IR B AL € > i3 b4k 26 )
— 18 Tk R M AR EE e | o

B ER T ~ 38 - ARESBR - RGN R & &
ko [FJRE A EFE A EEDARE - 13 BEE SRS BB TR S R ER SR - DUBG HLRE
SR » B EKESEIEENEE - " A% FFFANIER o #78
S SRRz - AER T B SR BB I T Rl - TR ) AW S T Bl
aar] o TRIZEAEHIE ! 1 (Interest will never lie! ) FFEHE » BRI EBUGHY
AR BIR RBUAE » IEERE - HAFIRE - E2erFIS e L 5
HRG T ENERRAR - - R - IRV EEIR B 2ot B 7R R R R 4 22 5

4. BTA (ROBMARELRAGHBOESTH) + CHRME) 240 - b
AR AL 0 1988 F 0 B 82 -
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Ty A ey s AR A (inner-worldly ethic) #97&
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AT o £ HyRAERAT N HRFETHE > KRS

5. Albert O. Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests. Princeton University Press, 1977.
6. 1% - #10 (M. Weber) : (A ®&KE) » b AP 41977 F &
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TRZERITTEIRE S DASY - MEAEX IR MR © B ) BH - AGREI R E ML THE
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TSR EE A BN » BRI A 5 SR 0L L B U A - {HE L fi
PR B B R AR -

FAEHT AR R 2% - R Rk (ThEERERR) RS RS EAE
M ERERIAKSE - (ERSEAETS EHEBD P ~ 3K ~ AR LAy b AR R i A
IGRERE » FRRSTE SRR SR LA fUZREL - A2 DA 80 H i - 22
FLEFERI R A MRS ~ SEERS ~ GREEGE ~ SEIAYEE - SEITTEL

7. Max Weber, The Religion of India: The Sociology of Hinduism and Buddhism. New
Delhi: The Free Press, 1958, pp.237-238.

8. J& - 148 (M. Weber) : (KEBHZMHEEMEREZNHEN) » S HET
¥EE 1983 F 0 H 69 o
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9. f& - #18 (M. Weber) @ (#e@&ifFk) » &b HHep 41977 % &
370 ©

10. Max Weber, The Religion of China: Confucianism and Taoism. N.Y.: MacMillan Co.,1964,
p.226.
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15.Max Weber, The Methodology of the Social Sciences, (eds.& trs.) Shils, E.A. & H.A.
Finch. N.Y. : The Free Press, 1949, p.72.
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